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State of the City Address
by

Mayor Russ McEwen

You are invited to the

Community Luncheon
March 2, 2010

Ballroom
Dora Roberts Community Center

Serving Line at 11:30 a.m.

Catered by 
Great Western Dining

210999

Tickets $12.00  (no tickets sold at the door)

Call Chamber by Feb. 25, 2010
263-7641

Dr. Sylvan Bartlett
 is closing the

Big Spring Location
The Midland Location will

remain open.
Schedule Your Appointment Today

900  W.  Loop  250  N.   Midland, TX  79705
432-686-9961 210931

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 2/28/10
209555

Percy Jackson & The Olympians:
The Lightning Thief (PG) 
Fri.:  4:20  7:10  10:00
Sat.: 1:30  4:20  7:10  10:00
The Wolfman (R)
Fri.: 4:30  7:20  10:10
Sat.: 1:40  4:30  7:20  10:10

Valentine’s Day (PG-13)
Fri.: 4:10  7:00   9:50
Sat.: 1:20  4:10  7:00  9:50

Tooth Fairy (PG) 
Fri.: 4:40  7:30  10:20
Sat.: 1:50  4:40  7:30  10:20
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We Love You Pat!
207005

• Swimming Pool
• Private Patios

• Carports
• Appliances

• Most Utilities
Paid

• Senior Citizens
Discount

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

      PARKHILL
    TERRACE

       APARTMENTS
800 W. Marcy Drive

263-5555       267-5444
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05

33

$99
Move-In
Special

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Affordable 
pre-need plans

LAWSUIT
Continued from Page 1A

year because it didn’t 
conform to federal stan-
dards. The revenue gar-
nered from the adopted 
tax rate will bring an 
estimated $331,400 above 
the effective rate. The 
bulk of that money — 
$243,579 — would be ear-
marked for the pool 
project.

Had the rollback peti-
tion been successful, 
the tax rate would have 
fallen back to 97.9398 
cents per $100 property 
value — the roll back 
rate set by the state of 
Texas. The rollback 
would have left the 
city’s current budget 
with a shortfall of about 
$180,000, according to 
officials.

The council recently 
agreed to move for-
ward with a $4.2 mil-
lion aquatics center to 
replace the Municipal 
Swimming Pool.

Elkins said the pro-
cess began when citi-
zens from Big Spring 
contacted his founda-
tion for legal advice on 
the matter.

“We were contacted 
by some citizens here 
in Big Spring who were 
alleging the Texas 
Open Meetings Act had 

been violated, which is 
where we come in,” said 
Elkins. “We put them in 
touch with some legal 
experts that are on our 
staff and it was deter-
mined that violations 
did in fact occur. We 
are assisting and try-
ing to provide some of 
the funding for filing of 
the lawsuit on behalf of 
the citizens of Howard 
County.”

Elkins said because 
the Open Meetings Act 
was violated, at the very 
least the citizens of Big 
Spring are owed a roll-
back election.

“It’s up to the citizens 
of Big Spring. It’s their 
lawsuit,” said Elkins. 
“We’re just assisting 
them in it. However, 
I think the facts will 
show that they clearly 
have the law on their 
side, or we would 
not be involved. The 
Freedom of Information 
Foundation of Texas has 
been in existence for 
more than 30 years as 
probably the oldest edu-
cational and advocacy 
agency of its type in the 
country, working for 
open government and 
to make sure records 
are accessible to the 
public. After looking at 
the facts, our attorneys 
have determined, yes, in 
fact, the city did violate 
the Open Meetings Act 

clearly, and, as such, the 
citizens of Big Spring 
are at least entitled to a 
rollback election so they 
can decide whether or 
not they want this tax 
increase. That’s not for 
us to decide, it’s for the 
citizens of Big Spring to 
decide.”

Thomason agreed, say-
ing Big Spring taxpay-
ers should have a say 
in how the pool issue — 
and the tax rate — are 
handled.

“We’ve felt all along 
that on a project of this 
size the citizens should 
have a vote,” said 
Thomason. “Had the 
city followed the Texas 
Open Meetings Act it 
wouldn’t be an issue. 
However, they decided 
to violate the law to take 
away the right of the 

citizens to have a vote 
on this issue. This is 
the only response we 
have.”

Elkins said viola-
tions of the Texas Open 
Meetings act of this type 
are far more common 
than most people would 
think, a growing prob-
lem in the Lone Star 
State.

“The Open Meetings 
Act seems to under 
attack from a lot of dif-
ferent areas. This law 
has been around for 43 
years and it works,” 
said Elkins. “This is the 
very reason we’re here 
today, to make sure the 
law is applied equally 
and people follow the 
law to guarantee wheth-
er you live in Big Spring 
or Austin, you have the 
same entitlement to 

know what the govern-
ment is doing, when 
they are doing it, and 
you can participate in it 
if you want to. We just 
want to make sure it’s a 
level playing field.”

City Attorney Linda 
Sjogren said Friday 
morning the city staff 
hasn’t yet received a 
copy of the lawsuit.

“I really can’t com-
ment on this until 
we’ve had a chance to 
go over the lawsuit and 
see exactly what’s being 
alleged,” said Sjogren. 
“I can tell you this is 
much more complicat-

ed and convoluted than 
the Concerned Citizens 
Group has made it out 
to be.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

CONCERT
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Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, 
the Big Spring Herald and KBST 
Radio. Ticket prices are $15 for 
adults, $10 for seniors and $5 for stu-
dents. The Symphony Guild sug-
gests that children under the age of 
5 are not expected to enjoy the con-
cert.

STEWART
Continued from Page 1A

coach  and director of trans-
portation and maintenance, 
first joined the local lodge 
in April 1987. 
Since that time, he has 
served in a variety of posi-
tions, including past mas-
ter of the lodge, past com-

mander of the local com-
mandry, past high priest of 
the York Rite Mason chap-
ter 178 and current Worthy 
Patron of the Oder of the 
Eastern Star and secretary-
treasurer of the Masonic 
Temple Association.

He has also active with-
in the community, being 
involved with organiza-
tions ranging from the 

American Cancer Society, 
Relay for Life, the city traf-
fic commission, Festival 
of Lights and the board of 
directors for Big Spring 
Country Club.

Stewart expressed humil-
ity after receiving the 
award.

“After reading the 
requirements, I really don’t 
think I deserve this,” he 

said. “I don’t feel like I’ve 
done anything outstanding 
— I just try to stay busy. I 
tried retirement for a while 
and that didn’t last ... I can 
take very little credit for 
the way my life has worked 
out.

“I’m just a volunteer-hol-
ic,” Stewart continued. “I 
just have a hard time say-
ing no, I guess.”
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Dr. Cynthia Rutledge, right, of Family Medical Center gives a presentation about heart health during 
the Healthy Woman monthly event at Dora Roberts Community Center Thursday afternoon.

Man angry with IRS
crashes plane into office

AUSTIN (AP) — A 
software engineer with 
an apparent grudge 
against the government 
crashed his small plane 
into an office building 
with nearly 200 Internal 
Revenue Service 
employees inside, kill-
ing himself and at least 
one worker.

Before flying his sin-
gle engine Piper PA-28 
into the hulking black-
glass office building 
Thursday morning, A. 
Joseph Stack III appar-
ently posted a ram-
bling screed on a Web 
site in which he railed 
against “big brother,” 
the Catholic Church, 
the “unthinkable atroci-
ties” committed by big 
business and the gov-
ernments bailouts that 
followed.

In the note, signed 
“Joe Stack (1956-2010)” 
and dated Thursday, 
he said he slowly came 
to the conclusion that 
“violence not only is the 
answer, it is the only 
answer.”

Law enforcement 
officials, speaking on 
condition of anonym-
ity because the inves-
tigation was still going 
on, said the 53-year-old 
Stack apparently set fire 
to his house and posted 
the screed.

Stack’s wife, Sheryl, 
planned to address the 
news media on Friday, 
the Red Cross said.

Some who knew Stack 
said he offered little hint 
of his anger before the 
attack.

“He didn’t rant about 
anything,” said Pam 
Parker, an Austin 
attorney whose hus-
band played in a band 
with Stack. “He wasn’t 
obsessed with the gov-
ernment or any of that. 
... Not a loner, not off in 
a corner. He had friends 
and conversation and 
ordinary stuff.”

But in the self-
described “rant,” the 
author fumed about the 
IRS and wrote, “Nothing 
changes unless there is 
a body count.”


